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House of Representatives 
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT SUBMITTED 

BY MR. OBEY, CHAIRMAN OF THE 
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIA-
TIONS, REGARDING THE AMENDMENTS 
OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
TO THE SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R. 
2638 

Following is an explanation of the amend-
ment of the House of Representatives to the 
amendment of the Senate to H.R. 2638, the 
Department of Homeland Security Appro-
priations Act, 2008, including disclosure of 
congressional earmarks and congressionally 
directed spending items as defined in clause 
9 of rule XXI of the Rules of the House of 
Representatives and rule XLIV of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate. 

Section 4 of the House amendment speci-
fies that this explanatory statement shall 
have the same effect with respect to the allo-
cation of funds and implementation of this 
Continuing Appropriations Act as if it were 
a joint explanatory statement of a com-
mittee of conference. 

The House amendment strikes the text of 
the Senate amendment and inserts language 
continuing appropriations for fiscal year 
2009, making emergency supplemental appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008, and covering 3 

regular fiscal year 2009 appropriations bills, 
each in a separate division, as follows: 

Division A—Continuing Appropriations 
Resolution, 2009; 

Division B—Disaster Relief and Recovery 
Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2008; 

Division C—Department of Defense Appro-
priations Act, 2009 

Division D—Department of Homeland Se-
curity Appropriations Act, 2009; 

Division E—Military Construction and 
Veterans Affairs Appropriations Act, 2009; 

Section 1 of the bill provides that the bill 
as a whole may be referred to as the Consoli-
dated Security, Disaster Assistance, and 
Continuing Appropriations Act, 2009. Section 
3 states that, unless expressly provided oth-
erwise, any reference to ‘‘this Act’’ or ‘‘this 
joint resolution’’ contained in any division 
of the bill shall be treated as referring only 
to the provisions of that division. 

In the following explanations, the legisla-
tion resulting from the House amendment is 
generally referred to simply as the ‘‘bill’’. 

DIVISION A—CONTINUING 
APPROPRIATIONS RESOLUTION, 2009 

Division A provides continuing appropria-
tions for all agencies and activities that 

would be covered by the regular fiscal year 
2009 appropriations bills, until enactment of 
the applicable regular appropriations bill or 
until March 6, 2009, whichever occurs first. 

DISCLOSURE OF EARMARKS AND CON-
GRESSIONALLY DIRECTED SPENDING 
ITEMS 

Neither the legislative text of division A 
nor the accompanying explanatory state-
ment contains any congressional earmarks, 
congressionally directed spending items, 
limited tax benefits or limited tariff benefits 
(as defined in clause 9 of rule XXI of the 
Rules of the House of Representatives and 
rule XLIV of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, respectively). 

DIVISION B—DISASTER RELIEF AND RE-
COVERY SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2008 

Division B makes emergency supplemental 
appropriations for relief and recovery from 
hurricanes, floods, and other disasters. The 
following table summarizes the appropria-
tions made by this division: 
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DISCLOSURE OF EARMARKS AND CON-

GRESSIONALLY DIRECTED SPENDING 
ITEMS 
Following is a list of congressional ear-

marks and congressionally directed spending 
items (as defined in clause 9 of rule XXI of 

the Rules of the House of Representatives 
and rule XLIV of the Standing Rules of the 
Senate, respectively) included in the bill or 
this explanatory statement, along with the 
name of each Senator, House Member, Dele-
gate, or Resident Commissioner who sub-

mitted a request to the Committee of juris-
diction for each item so identified. Neither 
the bill nor the explanatory statement con-
tains any limited tax benefits or limited tar-
iff benefits as defined in the applicable House 
and Senate rules. 
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